












Accuracy: A measure of conformity between the value read on the indicating scale or calibrated dial and an accepted standard 
value. Instrument accuracy is usually expressed as a % of its range, i.e. “accurate within the limits of + x % of full range span.”
Burst Pressure: Pressure which causes failure of the pressure element, resulting in permanent damage.
Deadband: The minimum change in pressure required to open or close the contacts of a switch. (See also Reset Band)
Dielectric Strength - the maximum electric field strength that an insulator can withstand intrinsically without breaking down, i.e., 
without experiencing failure of its insulating properties.
Hysteresis: The difference in readings of an instrument when the value of the measured quantity is approached from two different 
directions.
Maximum Operating Pressure: The designed safe limit of a pressure element for regular use at a specified pressure.
Maximum Temperature: The highest temperature at which a pressure or vacuum switch may be operated without resulting in the 
loss of accuracy and set point tolerance.
NEMA 4: Water-tight and dust-tight enclosures intended for use indoors or outdoors to protect the equipment against splashing, 
falling, or hose directed water, external condensation and water seepage. They are also sleet-resistant.
NEMA 4X: Water-tight, dust-tight and corrosion resistant enclosures with same qualifications as NEMA 4, but with added corro-
sion resistance.
Operating Pressure Range: The pressure range within which two opposing sensors can be safely operated and still maintain set 
point adjustability provided the difference in pressure between them does not exceed the designed adjustable range.
Proof Pressure: Pressure in excess of the maximum working pressure to which a pressure sensor may be occasionally subject-
ed, which causes no permanent damage. The unit may require recalibration.
Reset Band: The difference in pressure between the set point and the reset point. (See also Deadband)
Reset point: Point at which a switch will return to its original or normal operating position.
Sensor:  A primary measuring device (bellows, diaphragm, piston) for detecting either the absolute or variable pressure.
Set Point: The predetermined point at which a switch will operate and can be specified either on increasing or decreasing pres-
sure.
Set Point Tolerance: The exactness with which a unit duplicates its set point value after each successive cycle, within the same 
conditions. 
SPDT: Single pole double throw, an SPDT switch contains one common, normally open and normally closed terminal.
Vacuum Pressure: The value of pressure below atmospheric pressure.
Wetted Parts: Components that come into direct contact with the process.		

Glossary of Terms

Should one of our products be suspected of malfunction, return it as soon as possible, with shipping charges prepaid.  An RMA 
(Return Material Authorization) number must be issued for your return.  Please do not attempt to disassemble or repair as this action 
may destroy evidence of malfunction.  Your cooperation in this regard will save both time and money.

Note:  Please consider all the possible failure modes in your system that could occur with the use of our product.  The switch you 
are considering could fail mechanically or electrically and the user must bear full responsibility for its’ misapplication and misuse, 
including but not limited to any losses or damages caused by your use of that switch in your products, and by your customer’s use 
of your products.  Wasco, Inc. accepts no responsibility or liability for failures resulting from any misapplication of its product.

WASCO warrants the P17,18,19 and V18 series to be free from defects in material and workmanship in normal use and service for 
a period of 1 year or 100,000 cycles from date of shipment, which ever occurs first.  This warranty is limited to the repair or replace-
ment of the product or part thereof which the Seller’s inspection finds to be defective.  This warranty shall not apply if the product 
has been subjected to misuse, negligence, accident, modification or repair by unauthorized persons.  Repairs NOT covered under 
this Warranty will be subjected to a standard service charge.  No other warranty or guarantee is expressed or implied.
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